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Chief Executives’ Group – North Yorkshire and York 

8 September 2016 at County Hall, Northallerton 
Minutes and action points 

 

 Present and apologies Action 

   Present: 
Richard Flinton  
 
Tony Clark  
Trevor Watson 
 
David Butterworth 
 
Justin Ives 
Mary Weastell 
David Jones 
Nigel Avison 
 
Janet Waggott  
 
Nigel Hutchinson 
Paul Ellis 
Caroline O’Neill 
 
 
Nigel Pearson 
 
 
In attendance:  
James Farrar 
 
Pete Dwyer 
Jill Hodges 
Liz Burdett 
Gary Robinson 
David Bowe 
Louise Branford-White 
Neil Irving  
Deborah Hugill 
 
 
Apologies: 
Simon Hills 
Paul Shevlin 
Andy Wilson 
 
Wallace Sampson 
Sandy Needham 
 
Jim Dillon 
 

 

 
North Yorkshire County Council 
(chair) 
Richmondshire District Council 
Scarborough Borough Council (on 
behalf of Jim Dillon) 
Yorkshire Dales National Park 
Authority 
Hambleton District Council  
City of York Council 
North Yorkshire Police  
Harrogate Borough Council (on 
behalf of Wallace Sampson) 
Ryedale District Council and Selby 
District Council 
North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue  
Craven District Council  (on behalf of 
Paul Shevlin) 
North Yorkshire and York Forum (on 
behalf of Simon Hills) 
East Riding of Yorkshire Council 
 
 
 
York, North Yorkshire and East 
Riding LEP 
North Yorkshire County Council 
North Yorkshire County Council 
North Yorkshire County Council  
City of York Council 
North Yorkshire County Council 
Hambleton District Council 
North Yorkshire County Council  
North Yorkshire County Council 
(secretariat) 
 
 
North Yorkshire and York Forum  
Craven District Council 
North York Moors National Park 
Authority 
Harrogate Borough Council 
West and North Yorkshire Chamber 
of Commerce 
Scarborough Borough Council 
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1 Minutes of last meeting – 16 June 2016 – and matters arising Action 

  
The minutes were agreed as a true record. 
 

 

2 LEP update Action 

  
James Farrar presented a report updating the group on post Brexit EU 
Funding, the Local Growth Fund and LEP management and resources. 
 
EU funding - The latest EU funding update confirms that contracts signed by 
the autumn statement will be honoured. £28.55m of the LEP’s structural and 
investment funds fall into this category. The ESIF programme up to 2018 is 
on track to be delivered. However, little activity is contracted beyond that 
date. The LEP will be seeking assurance from government that anything 
which is contracted and spent by 2018 will be honoured.  
 
In response to a question about the situation with LEADER, James confirmed 
that the same approach was now being taken. 
 
Local Growth Fund - The programme remains in a strong position, on track to 
deliver on the £21.3m spend for 2016/17.  Future projects, however, may be 
more complex to deliver and the available money must be used to achieve 
the best outcomes. There was a specific discussion about issues relating to 
Olympia Park.  
 
Management and resources - The risk of lack of capacity was discussed, with 
members of the group agreeing that an effective and flexible model for 
sharing expertise and retaining talent was needed. It was agreed that the 
Directors of Development Group would investigate this issue and report back 
to a future meeting of the Chief Executives’ Group. 
 
Proposed bids to the Great Places Scheme to pilot new approaches that 
enable cultural, community and civic organisations to work more closely 
together were discussed with various suggestions being made to feed into 
these proposals. 
 
The engagement of DEFRA was discussed and it was noted that the link 
between DEFRA and the National Parks could be better exploited. 
 

` 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DoDs 

3 Further education area review update Action 

  
Mary Weastell declared an interest in this item as a Governor of Selby 
College. 
 
Pete Dwyer, Jill Hodges and Liz Burdett from North Yorkshire County Council 
and Gary Robinson from City of York Council gave a presentation on the 
forthcoming York, North Yorkshire, East Riding and Hull area review of further 
education.  
 
The review will take place from October 2016 to March 2017. The intention is 
to create viable and sustainable institutions with an offer that meets the needs 
of learners and local employers. It is a national review, in which local 
authorities and local enterprise partnerships are stakeholders. It is looking at 
need and there are no preconceptions as to any preferred solutions. It will be 
for the governing bodies of each college to decide whether to accept the 
review’s recommendations. 
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Opportunities and challenges were discussed and particular draft headline 
issues for North Yorkshire and for York were considered. These included (for 
North Yorkshire): scale and rurality, underperformance in Scarborough, 
NEETs, local skills needs, apprenticeships and inequalities) and (for York): 
marginalised and vulnerable young people, English and Maths requirements, 
traineeships and apprenticeships and underemployment. 
 
Nigel Avison highlighted the issue of demographic imbalance with a net 
outflow of young people from North Yorkshire. The further education sector 
could be part of the problem if the offer is not attractive, but equally, if it 
effectively meets the needs of young people, it could also be part of the 
solution. 
 
The importance of adult learning, the potential input of the voluntary sector 
and planning for future population growth were emphasised. 
 
Responding to a question about cross border issues, Pete Dwyer confirmed 
that some relevant reviews had been published with stakeholders in this area 
being able to comment. 
 
He also confirmed that the headlines would be amended to reflect the 
discussion and encouraged group members to get in touch if there was any 
further feedback. If there are any groups with which it would be useful to 
share a revised presentation, this would also be welcomed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All 
 
 

 

4 Transport for the North in North Yorkshire Action 

  
David Bowe presented a report providing a background to Transport for the 
North (TfN), explaining the latest position and considering likely future 
development.  
 
Transport improvements are intended to increase connectivity between core 
cities, and enable a transformational change in economic growth to the 
Northern economy. TfN needs to expand its scope to the other areas of the 
North (including North Yorkshire) rather than just the six core cities. 
 
It is currently seeking to establish itself on a statutory basis as the first Sub-
National Transport Body, and a proposal is being produced. There are still 
some issues to be resolved around governance. 

 
A northern transport strategy is being developed. Improving east – west 
connectivity (including Trans-Pennine links) is a priority. There will also be 
a need for greater consideration of the links between transport and land 
use planning in this strategy.  
 
Janet Waggott requested that the group should receive regular updates on 
transport. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

5 Report of the York, North Yorkshire and East Riding Directors of 
Development Group 

Action 

  
David Bowe gave an update on work being undertaken by the Directors of 
Development (DoDs) Group. 
 
The primary piece of work is the spatial framework. Hull City Council is now 
positively engaged with this work. A funding split has been agreed at the 
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group. If RIEP money is to be added to the pot this will be taken into account. 
 
Informal engagement in relation to local plans has been good and partners 
are working effectively together. 

6 100% Business Rates Retention and Fair Funding - Consultations Action 

  
Louise Branford-White presented an overview of the government’s 
consultations on 100% Business Rates Retention and Fair Funding Review. 
The report also sought feedback on the draft responses to the questions, 
which had been prepared with input from colleagues across York, North 
Yorkshire and East Riding. 
 
In broad terms the draft responses are supportive, although there are 
concerns around additional responsibilities which are not related to growth 
and appropriate sharing of risk and reward. There was also a discussion 
about resets and tariffs and top ups. It was felt that it would be unfair if there 
was preferential treatment for combined authorities.  
 
It was agreed that a consolidated response would be sent in addition to 
individual ones. 
 
Richard Flinton is now on the national steering group and gave some 
feedback about the issues which had been discussed at a recent meeting. 
 
Louise was asked to convey the thanks of the group to all those who had 
contributed and drawn the report together as it was felt to be a very useful 
piece of work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

7 Devolution  update Action 

  
Richard Flinton reported that a meeting of Leaders in the Leeds City Region 
was due to be held the next day. North Yorkshire County Council (in addition 
to the North Yorkshire districts which are in the City Region, and East Riding) 
had been invited. 
 
The point was made that powers and resources from Europe, post Brexit, 
may now be considered for devolution and that any geographic footprint for 
devolution should be on an appropriate scale to reflect this. 
 
There was discussion about the indications from central government of their 
intentions, including in relation to elected mayors. 
 
It was agreed that a more compelling case for Greater Yorkshire should be 
pulled together, with energy being an area which should be included. The 
work which has already been done will provide a good starting point. 
 
The difficulties of gaining the views of members of the public on these, largely 
conceptual, issues were discussed. The political aspects can also not be 
ignored. 
 

 

8 LGNYY meeting 7 October 2016 Action 

  
There were no additional items suggested for the October meeting, although 
it was agreed that it would be beneficial to take items on both health 
sustainability and transformation plans and future responsibility for fire and 
rescue services to future meetings. It was felt that reports should come to the 
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Chief Executives’ Group in advance of going to Local Government North 
Yorkshire and York. 
 

9 Any other business Action 

  
There was none. 
 

 

10 Date and time of next meeting Action 

  
Thursday 10 November 2016 at 2.30pm – County Hall, Northallerton. 
 

 

 


