
 

 

 

 16 November 2017 

Panel challenges PCC on her bid to take over Fire Service 
The Panel reviewed the PCC’s report on her recent consultation proposing that she take on responsibility for 
oversight of the Fire and Rescue Service in North Yorkshire.  A number of concerns were raised by Panel 
members about the methodology used, the analysis of the results by the PCC and also some of the responses 
to stakeholders which have since been publicised by the PCC.  In particular these included: 
 

 Concerns regarding the use of language in materials used by the independent research company 
engaged by the PCC to undertake a residents’ survey.  This included one factually inaccurate statement 
in the ‘FAQs’ for residents regarding the membership of the Fire Authority; 

 Challenging the PCC on comments made publicly by her in relation to Councillors having “vested 
interests” in rejecting her proposal; 

 Concerns regarding an apparent lack of understanding of the current resourcing for the Panel and a 
dismissal of the Panel’s concerns about the future of robust scrutiny as a result of the PCC’s proposed 
model being adopted.    

 
The Panel also expressed concerns at the total bill of over £141,000 spent by the OPCC on the development of 
the outline business case, the consultation and the follow-up work to submit a case to the Home Office.  The 
PCC received a grant of just under £89k from the Home Office towards these costs with the remainder met by 
her office.   
 

NYP “requires improvement” on police efficiency – HMICFRS report 
Further to the report issued by HMICFRS following their inspection of police efficiency at North Yorkshire 
Police (NYP) earlier this year, the Panel challenged the PCC on the “requires improvement” rating that has 
been given to NYP across four areas.  The areas identified as requiring improvement included investment in ICT 
and NYP needing to develop a better understanding of service demand.   The Panel questioned why the PCC 
has progressed a business case to take on oversight of the FRS and is also looking to take on a much greater 
role in the handling of police complaints, when there seem to be fundamental issues to address within NYP.  
The Panel has requested a report from the PCC to fully cover the areas outlined for improvement and the plans 
in place to tackle these.  The HMICFRS report can be found at 
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/publications/peel-police-efficiency-2017-north-yorkshire/  
 

Next meeting – 11th January 2018, Selby District Council, Selby 
This meeting will include a briefing from the PCC and her Chief Financial Officer ahead of their formal precept 
proposal to be submitted to Panel in February 2018. 
 
To see details of future meetings, view copies of past agendas and papers please visit 
http://democracy.northyorks.gov.uk/committees.aspx?commid=14   
Any enquiries should be directed to the Panel Secretariat via nypcp@northyorks.gov.uk 
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