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REPORT OF THE NORTH YORKSHIRE POLICE, FIRE  

AND CRIME PANEL 

 

TO THE NORTH YORKSHIRE POLICE, FIRE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER 

CONFIRMATION HEARING FOR 

ACTING CHIEF EXECUTIVE & MONITORING OFFICER 

 

INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY 

1. On 8th May 2019, the Panel received formal notification from the North Yorkshire Police, Fire and Crime 

Commissioner of the proposed appointment to the role of Acting Chief Executive and Monitoring Officer 

to the North Yorkshire Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner. 

2. This report describes the recommendations of the North Yorkshire Police, Fire and Crime Panel 

(hereafter referred to as “the Panel”) in respect of the proposed appointment of Mr Simon Dennis to 

the role of Acting Chief Executive and Monitoring Officer (hereafter referred to as “the Acting CE & 

MO”), and is submitted to Julia Mulligan, the North Yorkshire Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner (“the 

Commissioner”) in accordance with the requirements of Schedule 1 of the Police Reform and Social 

Responsibility Act 2011, (as amended by paragraph 8 of Schedule A2 to the Fire and Rescue Act 2004). 

3. The report recommends that Mr Simon Dennis should be appointed to the role of Acting CE & MO to 

the North Yorkshire Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner.      

4. The Panel would like to thank Mr Dennis and T/Assistant CE and Deputy Monitoring Officer Sharon 

Caddell (“T/Asst CE and Deputy MO”) for their attendance at the confirmation hearing on Thursday, 

16th May 2019. 

NORTH YORKSHIRE POLICE, FIRE AND CRIME PANEL 

5. The Membership of the Panel for the Confirmation Hearing was as follows: 

Hambleton District Council Cllr Peter Wilkinson 

Harrogate Borough Council Cllr Michael Chambers MBE 

North Yorkshire County Council Cllr Carl Les 

City of York Council Cllr Ashley Mason 

Santokh Singh Sidhu Community Co-opted 

Paula Stott Community Co-opted 

Also in attendance at the meeting were the following: 

Office of the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner – Julia Mulligan (the Commissioner); Simon Dennis (CE 

and MO to the PCC for Cleveland and proposed appointee), Sharon Caddell (T/Assistant CE & Deputy MO 

to the Commissioner), Michael Porter (Chief Financial Officer to Police and Crime Commissioner), Will 
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Naylor (Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner), Rena Brown (Acting Head of Commissioning and 

Partnerships, OPFCC). 

Cleveland OPCC - Barry Coppinger, Police and Crime Commissioner for Cleveland. 

North Yorkshire County Council – Barry Khan (Assistant CEO and Monitoring Officer), Diane Parsons 

(Panel Secretariat). 

POWERS OF THE NORTH YORKSHIRE POLICE, FIRE AND CRIME PANEL 

6. In accordance with Schedule 1 of the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011, (as amended by 

paragraph 8 of Schedule A2 to the Fire and Rescue Act 2004), the Panel is enabled to: 

 review the proposed appointment of a Chief Executive and Monitoring Officer, by holding a 

Confirmation Hearing within three weeks of notification being given (a ‘confirmation hearing’ is a 

meeting of the Panel, held in public, at which the candidate is requested to appear for the purpose 

of answering questions relating to the appointment); 

 make a report to the Commissioner on the proposed senior appointment; 

 include a recommendation to the Commissioner as to whether or not the candidate should be 

appointed; and 

 publish the report to the Commissioner made under this paragraph. 

7. The Panel is required to assess the candidate’s capabilities and expertise at the hearing.  In particular, 

they are required to determine whether, taking account of the minimum standards of professional 

competence and personal independence, the candidate meets the criteria set out in the role profile.  This 

is done through scrutiny of the supporting documents provided by the Commissioner and by asking 

questions of the candidate relating to these two general principles. 

8. The Commissioner may accept or reject the Panel’s recommendation as to whether or not the candidate 

should be appointed. 

9. The Commissioner must notify the Panel of the decision whether to accept or reject the 

recommendation. 

CONFIRMATION HEARING 

10. The Confirmation Hearing was held on 16 May 2019 in the Grand Meeting Room at County Hall, 

Northallerton.  The hearing was held in public. 

 

11. Drawing on the submission provided by the Commissioner and Mr Dennis’s own personal statement, 

the Panel asked Mr Dennis a numbers of questions to assist them in establishing whether he met the 

minimum standards for the role. 

 

12. In particular, the Panel were keen to establish how the collaborative arrangement with the Cleveland 

OPCC would function and to ascertain whether there would be capacity issues.  The Panel were advised 
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of the bolstered leadership structure at the OPFCC; Mrs Caddell is in place as T/Asst CE and Deputy 

MO with Mr Dennis and is operating in a full-time capacity at the OPFCC.  This model replicates a 

successful model adopted in Cleveland.  Within this context, the Panel were reassured that Mr Dennis 

would be well supported in meeting the demands of the Monitoring Officer role.  Members were also 

keen to ascertain whether there may be the potential for conflicts of interest within this arrangement 

between the two offices.  Mr Dennis reassured the Panel of his role being to prioritise the public interest 

first and foremost and that this guiding principle would enable a constructive resolution of any tensions 

and for advice to be given independently.   

 

13.  Mr Coppinger was invited to comment by the Chair and supported the beneficial collaborative work 

that has been undertaken thus far between the Cleveland and North Yorkshire Commissioners’ offices.  

He underlined that he felt the arrangement as proposed would benefit the greater good and would make 

best use of financial resources. 

 

14. After a period of time in closed session, the Panel determined that Mr Dennis amply met the 

requirements for the role of Acting CE and MO but asked that the Commissioner provide an update 

following a review of the arrangements after a period of six months.   

RECOMMENDATION 

15. On the basis of the information provided by the Commissioner; the discussions held in the Confirmation 

Hearing; and examination of the evidence in both the public meeting and the closed session; the Panel is 

pleased to endorse its recommendation of the appointment of Mr Simon Dennis to the role of Acting 

CE and MO to the North Yorkshire Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner. 

 

Cllr Carl Les 

CHAIRMAN  

20 May 2019 


